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A Message from the Administration

Welcome to March! The month of March also marks the anticipated arrival of Spring. Stonebridge is excited by the by the
energy that Spring brings. Our staff and learners continue to participate in a variety of learning experiences this month. ¥t3{
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On Wednesday February 6th we were honoured to have an elder from our community share with us some of the traditions
surrounding Lunar New Year and we also had Lion dancers to honour Lunar New Year. Wensha shared with our school
community the important and significant celebrations and traditions during the Harvest Festival with translation from Manda-
rin into English. We had a Lion Dance group who shared with us why the Lion Dance takes place and all of our students
enjoyed having the Lion dance move around the gym and get red pockets and lettuce off of a basketball hoop! We are

grateful that Wensha shared her traditions with us and thank Claire for providing translation.Z §7<8, FHIIREZ=BUMLKX
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On February 25th, we held our Community Town Hall follow up session where we reviewed the feedback we received and
looked for trends and next steps from the data we collected. £ H —+F. H, FA1EAT 2 ATAEX ZK RS 1R BRI R K
FA B, ST AR a e N B e AR AU ) R L 21 E R R — 2B T #EAT . The feedback indicated that town hall partici-
pants appreciated meeting community members and having conversations about their child’s learning in hopes that they
can make a difference for all students at Stonebridge. Participants also appreciated that there were other parents that had

similar views as theirs towards student success. N ¥R K 2x S8 B K2 AT FIAHZAN o WA AT 2724 2)
AR, U n] ARG A kD . KT ARSI WM A 4% 1 D) 13 L. Some feedback for our next Town
Hall included sharing the questions in advance with the community, wearing name tags, and possibly having students par-
ticipate to answer the same questions so that we may hear their perspectives in addition to the staff perspectives. %} T /X [#)
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We have now worked through a process to look at the input from the town hall and found that a few themes emerged. The
Mental Health of our students was a common theme, Modern Learning (communication, critical thinking, collaboration) and
how students are exposed to and cope with ‘mistake making’ and ‘failure’ were expressed through the feedback as well. 3,
ATIEAERT S Ko Il B AN E R i) £/, B E AT, 300 BB T RS e B2 Em i i, BARA ] CRLE
i, IR RBAEAE) KR Z R ] il ik £ R PR e %, anfl xS A4 3 . We are going to meet again as a
planning committee in late March/early April to determine our next steps. As a school, we will be sharing this data with our
staff and will investigate how we can implement feedback we have received. 3 1114x LLitRIZ 51 2 i 200 = H AU H W1 T
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On March 1st, we had 8 presentations organized by staff and student leaders. = H—H, A1\~ 2= FAEN AL
11 I These workshops were presented in partnerships community members who have given their time to share Tamil
Heritage with our school community for students Grades 4-8. iX 4 TAEVTERFRAVUER T )\ FEH, X AN L&ESER
KB ik . Sessions that our students signed up for include Tamil Stories and Teachings, Heritage Dances, Tamil
Instruments and Music, What's in a Name, Demystifying Cultural Practices, Arts and Crafts traditions, Current issues and
Activism, and Heritage Games. T{EV5 A ZK UMM EHE, RIS, ZoK0035 R8BS %, BaE L, e
oIME, £2E g, TR, R .

We look forward to having our Kindergarten to Grade 3 families join us on Thursday March 7th from 6:30 to 7:30. Students

are welcome to wear their pajamas and join us in the gym to snuggle up and read with their family. We will also be having
author Sriranjani Vijenthira who will be join us that evening to share her book Sinthu’s Thai Pongal.

We wish that you have a safe and restful March Break. = A -t H, A1 E WEI4)LIEZE = FEHR R LA =40
Ll = BIRIRFE AN — B, ZF iR, 5i4h, — A ER ISR — M B S i )3 Sinthu’s Thai Pongal”.
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Message From Our Trustee

I hope everyone has had a great start to the second half of the school year. Over the past few months, I have had an op-
portunity to connect with families, students, staff members and with our broader community. I have seen a lot of excit-
ing opportunities for students to explore their interests, celebrate their identities, and develop skills and knowledge that
will benefit them in the future.

Many students are participating in skills competitions or other events where they problem-solve, innovate, collaborate
and further develop their technical skills. Students compete in robotics, construction, hairdressing, transportation, 3D
animation and much more. These events are among the many options available to help students explore different ca-
reers and pathways, and gain valuable experience. We are grateful for the support of community partners in helping to
provide these great learning opportunities to our students.

I also want to express my appreciation to our broader school community. One of the priorities in our Multi-Year Strate-
gic Plan is to build collaborative relationships. The relationships that our schools have with families is so important.
There are many different ways you can be involved - talking to your child’s teacher, asking your child about homework,
or volunteering on a field trip or the school council. Your contributions make a difference to your child’s success and to
the success of our schools.

Ilook forward to meeting and working together more with families, students and staff members in spring and summer.
Feel free to contact or communicate with me and I wish you all a great spring and an enjoyable March Break.

Ron Lynn

Trustee

Spring Math

Spring Math - Math is Outside Too!

Spring and nice weather make for a great time to get outdoors and connect with math. Whether you are tak-
ing a walk, filling compost bags with leaves or starting to build that garden shed, there are many opportuni-
ties to engage in rich mathematical discussions with your child.

Here are some questions you can pose to your child as you engage with nature:
? What shapes do you see in that house?
? How tall do you think that tree is?
? How far do you think we walked today?
? How many piles of leaves do you think will fit into this bag?
? Howmany ___ did you see on our walk?
? How many windows do you think are in that building?
? How long do you think it will take us to walk one kilometer?
? If we double our pace how long do you think it will take us to get home?

So the next time you spend some time outdoors with your child, take some time to engage in some math
talk!

You may also be interested in reading a new article for parents written by Jo Boaler, Professor of Mathemat-
ics Education at Stanford University.

Developing Mathematical Mindsets, The Need to Interact with Numbers Flexibly and Conceptually

To find out what your child will learn in math this year or to find other fun activities that you can do togeth-
er as a family, please visit http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Math/Pages/default.aspx. Be sure to also try our
Problem of the Month



http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/skills/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Students/MyOptions/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.aft.org/ae/winter2018-2019/boaler
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Math/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Math/Pages/Monthly-Math-Problem.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Math/Pages/Monthly-Math-Problem.aspx

World Down Syndrome Day

World Down Syndrome Day — March 21st, 2019
World

D owh The Canadian Down Syndrome Society encourages
Canadians to celebrate people with Down syndrome

S y n d FOME in Ccanada and around the world for World Down

D qy Syndrome Day on March 21st. Please visit our dis-
play in the front display case to read more about

www.worlddownsyndromeday.org Down Syndrome, and some inspiring success stories.

Purple Day—International Epilepsy Awareness

Q(t‘ V\g 5,& . Purple Day is an International Epilepsy Awareness
Q //45{-»5?’&3&‘\‘ / e initiative created by Nova Scotia’s Cassidy Megan
O)\} ( *2.’% ’~ : ‘5{% Py when she was 9 years old.
WA,

In June 2012, the Canadian government passed The

/72 h Purple Day Act, declaring March 26, “Purple Day”,
Purple Day - March 2 the official day for Epilepsy Awareness across Cana-
www.purpleday-org da. The excitement spread and the entire month of
¥ 7 March is now regarded as Epilepsy Awareness Month.
k‘g ; e 4 \O
Y. ‘\\ ’/ b’ We invite you to help raise awareness by simply wear-
,2) e > \E\ ing purple or participating in ThumbsUpforEpilepsy.

The Eco Audit Team did an audit for each
R A class and found that all the bins in Ms. Tam’s
= ‘ class were perfect. They won the Golden Eco
J Trophy and they got to keep the trophy for




Kindergarten Registration 2019—2020
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Kindergarten Registration

Registration forms are available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. Children who
turn four or five years old during 2019, live within the school boundary and whose
parents are public school tax supporters will be eligible to register for kindergarten.

A kindergarten information session for parents is being planned for May 16th at
6:30 pm. For more information, please visit the YRDSB website or contact your
local school.

Please let your neighbours with young children who are ready for JK know of this
date.

SCHOOL PARKING NOTE TO ALL PARENTS

In the morning... Please pull as far ahead as possible to allow others to enter. Dropping your children off on Stonebridge Drive is
not safe and hold up traffic in the morning. There is NO PARKING on Stonebridge Drive or Wilfred Murison Avenue between 8:30

am to 930 am. With everyone’s cooperation, we can make our Kiss & Ride drop off in the morning safe and efficient. . I, #FFfiE
ERBEREZ T R, %R N AR 24 N eSS, B B )\ =+ 2> Bl Uk =+7), 2 A BE7EStonebridge &t Wilfred
Murison K15 H. sEAK G, ARECR 2 2 FIPRAE.

At lunch time... Please keep in mind that parking is allowed on Stonebridge Drive and Wilfred Murison Avenue during the lunch
period. HF4-FEfH], &4iE 7, Stonebridge ! Wilfred Murison K45 7] LA

If you are dropping off a lunch for your child, please pull up as far as possible in the Kiss & Ride. Please DO NOT PARK in the Kiss
& Ride for any length of time. H1 414 2F 48, o5 S A I AT, (el h e N, RES AR .

After school...Please pull ahead as far as possible so that others can enter the parking lot. If picking up your child in the Kiss &
Ride, please remain in your car and pull ahead as far as possible. Do not leave your vehicle. JiS:H: [H], 7% &% 843 B B 15, i HiAh =
BN SR, AT TR,

There is NO PARKING on Stonebridge Drive or Wilfred Murison Avenue between 3:00 pm and 4:00 pm. You can ONLY park on
the side streets. Waiting for your child on Stonebridge Drive or Wilfred Murison Avenue is not safe and restricts traffic and we
don’t want any of our families to get costly tickets for parking illegally on Stonebridge Drive or Wilfred Murison Avenue. 4 =%
VYis, ANBEFFVALE Stonebridge B Wilfred Murison K& ¥, R AFAE N, R8T 24 i AR E B R 5, S5 sFA0d
FLH

Please ensure that you use the cross walk if you need to enter the parking lot. We appreciate your cooperation in making drop off
and pick up at Stonebridge safe for students and staff. Please contact the school if you have any questions. N N5 H15, FHE#

AT NS ZHtatE, RERSBAMB T %4, QURAHERE, FERSRA .



http://www.yrdsb.ca/

Inclement Weather—School Bus Cancellation

Student Transportation Services of York Region
320 Bloomington Fosd West

Anrora, Ontario  L4G (M1

B05-T13-2535

FAT: D03-T13-2333

Web site: www_schoolbuscity.com
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| School Bus Cancellation Notice

To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be cancelled due to inclement
weather, extreme temperatures andfor poor road conditions. In these cases, parents and

students should develop altemate careftransportation amangements.

Since some busing schedules begin by 7:.00 a.m., cancellation decisions must be made by 6:00
a.m. to allow time to communicate thiz message to bus drivers. Cancellation decisicns will only
be made after thorough consultation with the Safety Officers of school bus companies servicing
York Region and are based on several factors including precipitation, air temperature, road
conditions and weather forecast.

Please note the following;

# A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses,
vans and taxis will not operate.

+  School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather may not be affecting all
municipalities in York Region. Both the YRDSB and YCDSEB operate many regional
educational programs. Students attending these programs are transported over large
attendance areas encompassing several municipal boundaries. This limits the ability to
cancel bus service uzing a municipality or zone methodology.

*  When bus service iz cancelled all school tests and/or examinations will be cancelled and
rescheduled.

+  Student trips involving the use of school buses will also be cancelled.

*  Lnless otherwize stated, schools will remain open and parents can make ammangements
to transport their children to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled. I
buses are cancelled in the morning, they will not operate in the afternoon.
Therefore students fransported to school by parents will require the same
transportation home.

Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television
stafions after 6:00 a.m. to receive bus cancellation information:

RADIO
5390 AM 640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AmM 1050 AM

1540 AM 1580 AM 885FM 899 FM 925FM 931FM
4 9FM 959FM 973 FM 981 FM 991 FM 999 FM
1011 FM 1021 FM 104.5 FM 1007 FM 1059 1071 FM

JELEVISION
CITYTV CTV Barmie CTV Toronto CP24 GLOBAL NEWS

A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-
877-330-3001, or by following @YRDSEB and @YCDSE on twitter.
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School Earth Hour
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